
LOVE MATTERS MOST
4O Days of Love 

Group Session 1     

3 REASONS WHY LOVE NEEDS TO BE YOUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY                                     

1. LOVE IS THE ________________ IN LIFE.
"Jesus replied, "'You must love the LORD your GOD with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. A second is equally important: 'Love your neighbor 
as yourself.”      Matthew 22:37-39 (NLT)

BIG IDEA: 
WHAT MATTERS MOST IN LIFE = LOVE (relationships)

The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your 
neighbor as yourself."         Galatians 5:14 (NIV)

2. LOVE IS THE ________________ IN LIFE.

~ If I don't live a life of love, nothing I ___________ will matter.
"If I could speak in any language in heaven or on earth but didn't 
love others, I would only be making meaningless noise like a loud 
gong or a clanging cymbal."       1 Corinthians 13:1 (NLT) 

• Words without love are worthless.

~ If I don't live a life of love, nothing I ___________ will matter.
"I may have the gift of prophecy. I may understand all the secret 
things of God and have all knowledge - if I do not have love, then I 
am nothing."         1 Corinthians 13:2 (NCV)

• Brilliance without love equals zero.

~ If I don't live a life of love, nothing I ___________ will matter.
"Even if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain 
and make it move, I would still be worth nothing at all without love."
1 Corinthians 13:2 (LB)

• Faith without love does not matter.

~ If I don't live a life of love, nothing I ___________ will matter.
If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my 
body ... but if I didn't love others, I would be of no value 
whatsoever."      1 Corinthians 13:3 (NLT)

• Giving is not necessarily loving.
   

~ If I don't live a life of love, nothing I ___________ will matter.
"No matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt 
without love."       1 Corinthians 13:3 (MSG)
  
• Relationships are more important than accomplishments.

3. LOVE IS THE ________________ IN LIFE.
"There are three things. That will endure - faith, hope, and love - and 
the greatest of these is love"    1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT)

BIG IDEA: 
TO LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY = FILL YOUR LIFE WITH LOVE

   



5. Jesus said to love God and to love our neighbors.
• What does it look like to do the first part? 

• Why is often more difficult to do the second part than the first part?

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

• The “One Person Assignment”

WHO Will It Be: __________________________

WHAT Will I Do: __________________________

• The Relationship Principles of Jesus
Read Chapters 1 through 7

• Memorize this week’s key verse:
“ Let love be your highest goal.”   1 Corinthians 14:1 (NLT)

• Pray

Some prayer direction:
1. We love God because he first loved us. Think about a specific time 

that God showed you that he loved you. Take a few moments to 
voice thanks to him for loving you at that point in your life.

2. Ask God to help you choose love. Use this prayer as a guide:
Thank you, God, for loving me in spite of my imperfections. 
I have to admit that as hard as I try, I have difficulty loving some 

people. Help me trust you for the power to love. Lord, I turn to 
you for wisdom as I focus on one person to love this week. Help 
me to show that I love you by loving others. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

TO DEEPEN YOUR LOVE:
• Commit to meet with your small group these next six weeks.
• Commit to attend worship together each weekend during this study.
• Do the daily reading in The Relationship Principles of Jesus.
• Practice acting in unselfish and loving ways.

"Keep company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. 
His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn't love in order to get 
something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that."    
Ephesians 5:2 (MSG)

DISCOVERY QUESTIONS

1. “I love ice cream. I love my kids. I love God. I love the shoes.”
What does this tell us about the meaning of the word love?

2. Who is the most loving person you have ever known and what did their 
life look like?

3. What practical advice do you think they would give about how to show 
love to the people in your life?

4. We learned that if we don’t live a life of love, nothing we say, know, 
believe, give, or accomplish will matter. Which of the five speaks to 
you the most? How can you improve in that area?


