
HOW LOVE ACTS
4O Days of Love 

Group Session 2     

“ Love is patient, love is kind.”   
1 Corinthians 13:4 (NIV)

THE SECRET TO PATIENCE

• I ____________________ WITH GOD.

• GOD’S PART IS TO PROVIDE THE ____________________

• MY PART IS TO PROVIDE THE ____________________
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they are good for us -- they help us learn to be 
patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and 
helps us trust God more each time we use it until finally our 
hope and faith are strong and steady.
Romans 5:3-4 (LB)

3 THINGS WILL HELP ME RESPOND WITH PATIENCE

1. DISCOVER A  ___________________________ 
A man’s wisdom gives him patience.      Proverbs 19:11

2. DEEPEN MY  ___________________________ 

3. DEPEND ON ___________________________ 
May He strengthen you in His glorious might with ample 
power to meet whatever comes, with fortitude, patience 
and joy.        Colossians 1:11

THE SECRET TO KINDNESS

• Kindness is _________________________

4 LESSONS FROM THE GOOD SAMARITAN

1. START ___________________________ OF PEOPLE AROUND ME 
When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out to him. 
Luke 10:33 (MSG)

Look out for the good of others.     1 Corinthians 10:24 (NCV)

2. ___________________________ WITH PEOPLE’S PAIN.
When he saw him, his heart was filled with pity.    
Luke 10:33 (TEV)

Weep with those who weep.     Romans 12:15 (TEV)

Share each other’s troubles and problems, and in this way obey 
the law of Christ.       Galatians 6:2 (NLT)

3. ________________ THE MOMENT.
Kneeling beside him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with 
medicine and bandaged them.      Luke 10:34 (LB)

Never walk away from someone who deserves help; 
your hand is God’s hand for that person.     Proverbs 3:27 (MSG)

Never tell your neighbor to wait until tomorrow if you can help 
them now.        Proverbs 3:28 (TEV)

• BE WILLING TO BE _________________________

• BE WILLING TO __________________________

There is no fear in love. Perfect love casts out fear.
1 John 4:18

4. ________________ WHATEVER IT TAKES.
Then the man put the man on his own donkey and took him to 
an inn where he took care of him. The next day, he handed the 
innkeeper two pieces of silver  and told him to take care of the 
man. “If his bill runs higher than that,” he said, “I’ll pay the 
difference the next time I’m here.”          Luke 10:34-35 (NLT)

If you feed those who are hungry and take care of the needs of 
those who are troubled, then your light will shine in the darkness…
The Lord will always lead you. He will satisfy your needs in a dry 
land. And you will be like a spring that never runs dry.
Isaiah 58:7, 8, 11 (NCV)

The Lord is merciful! He is kind and patient, and his love never 
fails.       Psalm 103:8 (CEV)



• Here are some suggestions:
• Assist with Operation Christmas Child during National Collection Week
• Prepare and deliver a Thanksgiving meal for a struggling family
• Babysit for a single parent
• Commit to tutor a student at a local school
• Prepare a welcome basket for someone who has recently moved to the 

area; deliver it and get to know them better
• Pinpoint a house in the neighborhood that could use some simple repair 

work and take care of that need for them.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

• The “One Person Assignment”
Look for a person who needs your kindness for patience. That 
individual maybe injured: emotionally, spiritually, relationally or 
financially. Who do you know that needs a “Good Samaritan” 
in their life right now? Rather than passing by, reach out to the 
person this week and do a specific act of kindness.

“Your hand is God's hand for that person.” 
Proverbs 3:27 (MSG)

• The Relationship Principles of Jesus
Read Chapters 8 through 14

• Memorize this week’s key verse:
“ Love is patient, love is kind.”   1 Corinthians 13:4 (NIV)

• Pray

Some prayer direction:
1. In the lesson, we were asked to rate ourselves in three areas: 
sensitivity, sympathy, and spontaneous kindness. Which area 
challenges you the most? In silent prayer, ask God for his power to 
help you improve in that area. Allow several minutes for everyone 
to finish praying.

2. Close in prayer, asking the Lord to help you see and here 
the needs of others and be willing to be interrupted by them. 
Ask God to empower everyone to reach out to another person 
with patience or kindness this week. Ask for God's leading as 
you choose your ‘Reaching Out Together’ group ministry 
project. 

DISCOVERY QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever needed a “Good Samaritan” when you were hurting? 
Did anyone ignore your needs and pass you? What help did you 
receive?

2. Which was the greater risk for the Samaritan – helping in the immediate 
crisis, or coming back to follow-up and a longer-term commitment? Why?

3. If a cup filled with coffee is jiggled, coffee spills out. What spills out of 
your life when you are “jiggled?”

Are you filled with patience or impatience? Kindness or indifference? 
What do your reactions to difficult people and situations reveal about 
the content of your character cup

4. What can you do to make sure you are filled with the right stuff?

REACHING OUT TOGETHER

It would have been easier for the Samaritan if he had not been alone 
as he helped the injured man. 

What can your group do together to express love to a hurting person 
outside your group? Have someone read the instructions that follow. 
Begin to discuss ideas for a group ministry project. Aim to complete 
your project by the final week of the 40 Days of Love study.

• Ask God to show you the direction He wants the group to go.
• Plan an event when the entire group can participate in helping someone.
• Focus on doing something practical. (It doesn’t have to be big to be 

significant.)


